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JAMES  FREDERIC  WOOD , 

By  the  Grace  of  God  and  the  Apostolic  See,  Bishop  of  Philadelphia,  to 
the  Cleigy  of  his  Diocese,  Secular  and  Regular,  and  to  the  Religious  ; 

Heal  tli  and  Benediction.- 

IT  is  our  most  pleasing  duty  to  announce  to  you 
J  officially,  Reverend  Brethren,  and  to  the  people 
under  your  pastoral  care,  the  publication  by  our  Holy 
Father,  Pope  Pius  IX.,  of  the  Plenary  Indulgence  of  the 
great  Jubilee  for  the  year  of  our  Lord  1875. 

The  sad  circumstances,  under  which  the  Holy  Pontiff 
was  placed  in  the  year  1850,  made  it  impossible  for  Him 
to  proclaim  that  jubilee  ;  and  now  finding  himself  in  a 
scarce  less  painful  position  he  desires  to  make  a  procla¬ 
mation  of  this,  one  of  the  crowning  acts  of  his  long  and 
eventful  Pontificate. 

Ever)7  thing,  Beloved  Brethren,  combines  to  press 


upon  us  the  stringent  obligation  of  availing  ourselves  of 
the  privileges  attached  to  this  holy  season.  The  position 


of  our  Holy  Father  so  constrained  and  unnatural  ;  the  \ 
disturbed  condition  of  our  Holy  Religion,  even  in  those 
Christian  nations  in  which  it  has  flourished  for  so  many 
centuries,  and  in  which  it  would  still  prosper  and  flourish, 
but  for  the  machinations  of  perverse  and  wicked  men, 
who  whilst  they  oppress  and  persecute  the  Church, 
deceitfully  call  themselves  its  children  ;  the  absolute 
necessity,  in  the  absence  of  any  hope  for  relief  from 
human  means,  of  recurring  to  God  with  the  most  earnest, 
fervent  and  untiring  prayer.  Let  us  not  allow  this  golden 
opportunity  to  pass  ;  but  hasten  to  avail  ourselves  of  it, 
by  entering  fully  into  the  spirit  of  the  Church,  and  by 
carrying  out  to  the  letter  the  instructions,  admonitions 
and  exhortations  addressed  to  us  by  the  Holy  Father. 

Our  first  anxiety,  Beloved  Children,  should  be  our 
own  personal  sanctification,  the  reformation  of  our  lives, 
the  breaking  up  of  bad  habits  and  evil  associations,  the 
firm  and  practical  conviction  that  we  have  in  this  world 
no  business  so  important  as  the  salvation  of  our  immortal 
souls.  “  What  shall  it  profit  a  man  if  he  gain  the  whole 
world  and  lose  his  own  soul  ?  Or  what  shall  a  man  give 
in  exchange  for  his  soul  ?” 

Having  by  a  diligent  use  of  the  many  means,  offered 
us  through  the  ministry  of  the  Church,  secured  our 
reconciliation  with  God  and  fortified  ourselves  by  good 
resolutions  for  the  future  conduct  of  our  lives,  our 
prayers  will  be  more  powerful  to  obtain  the  grace  of 
perseverance,  and  more  acceptable  to  God  when  poured  i 


'  forth  in  union  with  our  Brethren  throughout  the  world 
for  all  the  intentions  proposed  by  the  Holy  Father. 

We  exhort  you,  Venerable  Brethren  of  the  Clergy, 
before  all  others,  to  be  most  diligent  in  instructing  the 
faithful  under  your  charge  and  in  placing  within  the  reach 
ot  all,  the  means  of  grace  so  abundantly  provided,  that 
they  may  fully  participate  in  the  privileges  of  this  special 
season  of  grace,  in  which  are  poured  forth  most  bounti¬ 
fully  the  priceless  treasures  of  Heaven. 

And  do  you,  Beloved  Children  of  the  laity,  lend  a 
ready  and  attentive  ear  to  the  voice  of  your  pastors,  use 
diligently  all  the  means  of  grace  which  they  will  propose 
to  you,  and  in  short  labor  that  no  particle  of  the  heavenly 
goods  offered  to  you  may  fail  to  reach  you  by  any  negli¬ 
gence  or  want  of  zeal  on  your  part. 

The  conditions  imposed  for  gaining  the  Indulgence 
of  the  Jubilee  are  neither  difficult  nor  onerous;  they  are 
on  the  contrary  most  easy  and  light.  A  good  confession 
and  communion,  and  the  prescribed  visits  to  the  church 
or  churches,  comprise  all  that  is  commanded.  The  alms¬ 
giving  and  fasting  required  for  gaining  the  indulgence  in 
ordinary  jubilees  are  not  of  absolute  necessity  in  this. 
Mortification  and  self-denial  are  of  course  always  recom¬ 
mended,  and  the  application  of  some  of  the  means  which 
God  has  placed  at  our  disposal  to  pious  and  charitable 
purposes,  is  not  only  laudable,  but  most  efficient  in  obtain¬ 
ing  from  God  the  remission  of  our  sins.  “Peccata  tua 
\  eleemosynis  redime,  et  iniquitates  tuas  misericordiis  pau- 
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peruMMj^T1  Redeem  thy  sins  with  alms,  and  thy  iniquities  V 


with  works  of  mercy  to  the  poor.” — (Daniel  iv.  24.) 


As  children,  who  have  not  as  yet  been  admitted  to 
hirst  Communion,  may  be  unable  to  fulfil  this  condition, 
they  may  gain  the  Indulgence  by  approaching  the 
sacrament  ol  penance  with  proper  dispositions  and  by 
fulfilling  as  far  as  possible  the  other  conditions. 

As  to  the  visits  prescribed,  the  faithful  who  reside  in 
Philadelphia  must  visit  once  a  day  lor  fifteen  days, 
consecutive  or  otherwise,  the  Cathedral  of  St.  Peter  and 
St.  Paul,  and  the  Churches  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  of 
the  Assumption,  and  of  St.  Peter’s,  Fifth  and  Girard 
Avenue.  Those  living  out  ol  Philadelphia  will  visit  their 
parish  church  four  times  a  day  for  fifteen  days.  It  will 
not  be  necessary  to  make  four  distinct  journeys  to  gain 
the  Indulgence,  but  it  will  suffice  to  make  a  visit  to  the 
Church,  go  out  and  return,  until  the  four  visits  are  accom¬ 
plished.  These  visits  may  be  made  in  filteen  consecutive 
days,  or  at  intervals.  Moreover,  congregations,  sodalities, 
confraternities,  universities,  colleges  and  schools  of  what¬ 
ever  kind,  the  members  ol  which  shall  visit  such  churches 
processionally,  may  and  can,  according  to  their  own 
prudent  discretion,  reduce  those  visits  to  a  lesser  number. 
In  order  to  make  these  visits  with  proper  devotion,  every 
Catholic  should  get  one  ol  the  little  Jubilee  books,  which 
contains  suitable  prayers  and  instructions. 

Cloistered  nuns  and  persons  suffering  from  corporal 
infirmities,  or  impeded  by  other  causes,  are  dispensed 


from  the  obligation  of  making  the  above  mentioned 
visits,  but  in  place  of  them  they  shall  read  with  pious 
attention  the  devotion  of  the  Holy  Way  of  the  Cross, 
or  some  other  formula  of  prayers  appointed  by  their 
confessor. 

When  making  these  visits  the  faithful  will,  as  directed 
by  the  Holy  Father,  pray  for  the  prosperity  of  the  Cath- 
olic  Church,  and  of  the  Apostolic  See,  for  the  extinction 
of  heresy  and  error,  for  the  conversion  of  all  who  have 
strayed  away  from  the  truth,  and  for  the  peace  and  unity 
of  the  whole  Christian  people. 


These  Indulgences  may  be  applied  by  way  of  suf¬ 
frage  to  the  souls  of  those,  who  while  united  to  God  by 
charity  have  quitted  this  world. 

It  is  our  wish  that  in  all  the  Churches  of  the  Diocese 
a  special  box  or  boxes,  marked  “Jubilee  Alms,”  be 
provided  and  placed  in  prominent  positions,  and  that  the 
amounts  contributed  be  forwarded  to  our  Secretary  and 
Chancellor,  from  time  to  time,  lor  such  distribution,  as 
may  seem  good  to  us  in  Domino. 

We  append  to  this  the  Encyclical  of  our  Holy 
Father  the  Pope,  carefully  translated  into  English,  and 
we  prescribe  the  reading  of  it,  as  well  as  ol  this  Pastoral, 
in  all  churches  of  the  city,  on  two  different  Sundays  \ 
during  the  time  of  the  Jubilee,  once  at  High  Mass,  and 
once  at  the  Low  Mass  which  is  most  numerously 
attended.  The  same  rule  may  be  followed,  where  judged 


expedient,  in  the  country  churches 


We  recommend  to  the  Faithful  the  use  of  the  small 
“  Manual  of  Instructions  on  the  Jubilee  and  Prayers 
recommended  to  be  said  in  processions  or  visits  to  the 
station  Churches,”  as  a  most  appropriate  book  of  devo¬ 
tion  for  the  occasion. 

“And  the  peace  of  God  which  surpasseth  all  under¬ 
standing,  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  Christ  Jesus.” — 


(Phil.  iv.  7.) 


Given  at  our  residence,  in  Philadelphia,  on  the  Feast  of  the  Most  Holy  Trinity, 


A.  D.  1875. 


t  UllttCS 


Bishop  of  Philadelphia. 


AUG.  J.  Me  CO  NO  MY, 


Secretary. 


'Encyclical  of  Pope  Pius  IX. 


To  all  the  Patriarchs,  Primates,  Archbishops,  Bishops,  and  other 
Ordinaries  of  Places,  in  Grace  and  Communion  with  the  Apostolic 
See,  and  to  all  the  Faithful  of  Christ : 


Venerable  Brethren,  and  Beloved  Children, 

Health  and  Apostolic  Benediction  : 


Induced  by  the  heavy  calamities  of  this  age,  and  by  the  need  of 
beseeching  divine  help,  at  no  time  of  our  Pontificate  have  we  omitted 
to  rouse  up  the  Christian  people  that  they  may  strive,  by  holy  habits 
of  life,  by  works  of  penance,  and  by  the  pious  duty  of  prayer,  to  pro¬ 
pitiate  the  Majesty  of  God,  and  merit  the  clemency  of  Heaven.  To 
this  end  we  have  many  times,  with  Apostolic  bounty,  thrown  open  the 
spiritual  treasures  of  Indulgences  to  the  faithful  of  Christ,  that,  ani¬ 
mated  thereby  to  true  penitence  and  purged  by  the  sacrament  of 
reconciliation  from  the  stains  of  sin,  they  might  be  able  to  approach 
the  throne  of  grace  with  more  confidence,  and  be  worthy  of  their 
prayers  being  benignantly  received  by  God.  This  also,  as  at  other 
times,  we  especially  considered  our  duty  to  fulfil  on  the  occasion  of 
the  Ecumenical  Vatican  Council,  in  order  that  the  very  grave  work 
undertaken  for  the  benefit  of  the  Universal  Church  might,  at  the  same 
time,  by  the  prayers  of  the  whole  Church,  be  furthered  in  the  sight 
of  the  Almighty;  and  although  the  celebration  of  that  Council  has 
been  suspended,  through  the  calamities  of  the  times,  we  nevertheless 
declared  and  made  known  for  the  good  of  the  faithful  people  that  the 
indulgence  to  follow  it  in  the  form  of  a  jubilee  promulgated  on  that 
occasion  continued,  as  it  still  remains,  in  all  its  force,  firmness  and 
vigor. 

Nevertheless,  the  course  of  these  sorrowful  times  still  continuing, 
behold  the  commencement  of  the  seventy-fifth  year  after  the  eighteenth 


r  that  sacred  space  of  time  which  the  holy  custom  of  our  ancestors  and 
the  ordinations  of  the  Pontiffs,  our  Predecessors,  consecrated  to  the 
celebration  of  the  Universal  Jubilee.  With  what  respect  and  religious 
feeling  the  year  of  the  Jubilee  was  observed  when  the  tranquil  times 
of  the  Church  permitted  to  celebrate  it  with  every  solemnity,  both 
ancient  and  recent  historical  monuments  testify,  for  it  was  always 
looked  upon  as  the  year  of  salutary  expiation  by  the  whole  Christian 
people,  as  the  year  of  redemption  and  of  grace,  of  the  remission  of 
sins  and  of  the  indulgence,  in  which  they  assembled  from  all  the  world 
in  this  our  fair  city  and  See  of  St.  Peter,  and  all  the  faithful  aroused 
to  works  of  piety,  offered  for  the  health  of  souls  most  abundant  aids 
of  reconciliation  and  of  grace.  What  a  pious  and  holy  solemnity  was 
seen  in  this  our  century  when  the  Jubilee  of  the  year  1825  having  been 
intimated  by  Leo  XII.,  of  blessed  memory,  our  Predecessor,  this 
benefit  was  received  by  the  Christian  people  with  so  much  favor  that 
the  said  Pontiff  could  rejoice  in  having  seen  during  the  whole  course 
of  the  year  a  never  interrupted  concourse  of  pilgrims  in  this  city,  and 
through  which  was  marvellously  manifested  the  splendor  of  religion, 
piety,  faith,  love  and  all  the  virtues.  Oh  !  that  such  were  also  to-day 
our  condition  and  the  condition  of  civil  and  sacred  things,  as  to  per¬ 
mit  us  happily  to  celebrate,  according  to  the  ancient  rites  and  customs 
which  our  ancestors  used  to  observe,  that  solemnity  of  the  great  Jubilee, 
which,  occurring  as  it  did  in  the  year  1850,  of  this  century,  it  was 
necessary  to  omit  because  of  the  mournful  circumstances  of  the  times  ! 
But  those  grave  causes  which  at  that  time  impeded  us  from  intimating 
the  Jubilee,  so  far  from  having  ceased,  have  instead — God  so  permit¬ 
ting  it — increased  daily.  Nevertheless,  observing  the  many  evils 
which  afflict  the  Church,  the  many  efforts  of  her  enemies  directed  to 
tear  the  faith  of  Christ  from  souls,  to  corrupt  her  sound  doctrines  and 
to  propagate  the  poison  of  impiety;  so  many  scandals  which  present 
themselves  everywhere  to  true  believers,  the  depravity  of  manners  so 
widely  spread,  and  the  infamous  emancipation  from  divine  and  human 
duties  so  amply  diffused,  so  fecund  of  ruin,  and  which  tends  to  destroy 
all  sense  of  rectitude  in  the  souls  of  men  ;  and  considering  that  in  such 
a  flood  of  evils  still  more  should  we  endeavor  in  accordance  with  our 
Apostolic  duty,  that  faith,  religion  and  piety  should  be  fortified 
and  awakened,  that  the  spirit  of  prayer  be  fomented  and  increased, 
that  the  fallen  be  aroused  to  penitence  of  heart  and  to  the  mending  of 
their  ways,  that  the  sins  which  merit  the  wrath  of  God  be  redeemed 
by  holy  works,  all  fruits  to  the  obtaining  of  which  the  celebration  of 
the  great  Jubilee  is  principally  directed — we  thought  that  it  was  not 
our  duty  to  permit  that  on  this  occasion  the  Christian  people  should 
be  deprived  of  this  salutary  benefit,  observing  that  form  which  is  per¬ 
mitted  by  the  condition  of  the  times,  in  order  that  thus  comforted  in 
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the  spirit  they  may  walk  in  the  way  of  justice  with  greater  alacrity, 
and  purged  from  sins,  more  easily  and  more  richly  merit  the  divine 
propitiation  and  pardon. 

Let,  then,  the  Universal  Church  Militant  of  Christ  receive  our 
utterance  with  which  we  intimate,  announce  and  promulgate  the 
universal  and  principal  Jubilee  during  the  whole  of  the  coming  year 
1875,  f°r  reason  °f  which  we,  suspending  and  declaring  suspended  at 
our  good  will  and  pleasure,  and  of  this  Apostolic  See,  the  indulgence 
above  mentioned,  conceded  in  form  of  Jubilee  for  the  occasion  of  the 
Vatican  Council,  open  in  all  its  amplitude  that  celestial  treasure  which, 
formed  by  the  merits,  sufferings  and  virtue  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
and  of  His  Virgin  Mother,  and  of  all  the  Saints,  was  intrusted  by  the 
Author  of  human  salvation  to  be  dispensed  by  us. 

In  the  meantime,  relying  upon  the  mercy  of  God,  and  on  the 
authority  of  His  blessed  Apostles  Peter  and  Paul,  by  virtue  of  that 
supreme  power  of  binding  and  loosing  which  God  willed  to  be  con¬ 
ferred  upon  us,  however  unworthy — to  all  and  every  one  of  the  faithful 
of  Christ,  whether  living  in  this  our  city,  or  who  shall  be  about  to 
come  to  it;  as  well  as  to  all  those  inhabiting  outside  the  said  city,  in 
whatever  part  of  the  world,  and  who  are  in  the  grace  of,  and  in 
obedience  to,  the  Apostolic  See,  and  who  being  truly  penitent,  have 
confessed  and  communed,  will,  as  to  the  first,  have  visited  once  a  day 
for  fifteen  days,  continuous  or  interrupted,  natural  or  ecclesiastic  to 
be  computed,  that  is,  from  the  first  vespers  of  one  day  until  the  full 
evening  twilight  of  the  following,  the  basilicas  of  Sts.  Peter  and  Paul, 
of  St.  John  Lateran,  and  of  Santa  Maria  Maggiore  in  Rome ;  and  as 
regards  the  second,  their  principal  or  cathedral  church  and  other  three 
churches  of  the  same  city  and  place  or  of  the  suburbs  of  the  same,  to 
be  designated  by  the  ordinaries  of  the  places,  or  by  their  vicars,  or  by 
others  by  order  of  the  same,  after  this  our  letter  shall  have  come  to 
their  notice,  and  shall  their  offer  up  humble  prayers  to  the  Lord,  ac¬ 
cording  to  our  intention  for  the  prosperity  and  exaltation  of  the 
Catholic  Church  and  of  the  Apostolic  See,  for  the  extirpation  of 
heresies,  for  the  conversion  of  all  erring,  for  the  peace  and  unity  of 
Christian  people — we  concede  and  mercifully  bestow  in  the  Lord,  that 
once  in  the  course  of  the  year  above  mentioned  may  be  obtained  the 
full  indulgence  of  the  year  of  Jubilee,  and  full  remission  and  pardon 
for  all  their  sins ;  which  indulgence  we  concede  may  be  applied  by 
means  of  suffrage  and  be  available  for  those  souls  which,  united  to 
God  by  charity,  have  left  this  world. 

Travellers  by  land  and  by  sea,  as  soon  as  they  shall  have  reached 
their  home,  or  shall  have  stopped  at  any  other  place,  may  validly  gain 
the  same  indulgence  according  to  the  conditions  prescribed  above, 
and  by  visiting  the  requisite  number  of  times  the  cathedral  or  greater 


church,  or  the  parish  church  of  their  home  or  stopping-place.  And 
we  do  by  the  tenor  of  these  presents  also  grant  and  permit  the 
aforesaid  Ordinaries  of  each  place  to  dispense  with  the  required  visits 
in  the  case  of  consecrated  religious  women  and  young  girls,  and  other 
women  cloistered  in  convents  or  living  in  other  houses  of  piety,  or  in 
religious  communities;  also  to  anchorites  or  hermits,  and  all  other 
laymen  and  ecclesiastics,  as  well  secular  as  regular,  confined  in  prison 
or  in  captivity,  or  prevented  by  bodily  infirmity,  or  by  any  other 
cause  from  performing  the  visits  in  the  manner  prescribed  ;  and  also 
to  dispense  with  Communion  in  the  case  of  children  not  yet  admitted 
to  their  first  Communion ;  and,  instead  of  those  visits,  and  of  that 
Sacramental  Communion,  to  prescribe  for  such  persons  respectively, 
either  by  themselves  or  by  the  regular  heads  or  superiors  of  those 
persons  of  either  sex,  or  by  prudent  Confessors,  other  works  of  piety, 
charity,  and  religion  in  place  respectively,  of  those  visits,  or  of  the 
Communions  aforesaid.  Moreover,  to  chapters  and  congregations,  as 
well  of  seculars  as  of  regulars,  to  sodalities,  confraternities,  universi¬ 
ties  or  colleges,  of  whatever  kind,  the  members  of  which  shall  visit 
such  churches  processionally.  We  do,  in  like  manner,  by  the  tenor 
of  these  presents,  concede  and  indulge  that  they  may  and  can  according 
to  their  own  prudent  discretion,  reduce  those  visits  to  a  lesser  number. 

And,  moreover,  to  the  said  nuns,  and  to  their  novices,  we  do 
grant  license  and  faculty  of  confessing  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  to 
such  confessor  as  they  themselves  may  prefer  amongst  those  approved 
by  the  Ordinary  of  the  place  where  their  convents  are  established  and 
appointed  to  receive  the  confessions  of  nuns.  And  to  all  others  of 
the  faithful  of  either  sex  as  well  lay  people  as  secular  ecclesiastics  and 
to  the  religious  of  every  order,  congregation  and  institute  whatso¬ 
ever,  we  do  concede  license  and  faculty  that  they  may  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid  choose  to  themselves  any  Priest  as  Confessor,  either  a  Secu¬ 


lar  or  a  Regular  of  any,  even  of  a  different  order  and  institute,  so 
that  he  may  be  a  person  whom  the  Ordinaries  in  whose  cities,  dioceses 
and  territories  such  Confessions  are  to  be  heard — shall  have  similarly 
approved  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  the  Confessions  of  lay  persons. 
And  with  the  same  authority  and  the  bounty  of  Apostolic  liberality, 
we  grant  and  concede  to  those  Confessors  within  the  said  space  of  the 
year — on  behalf  of  those  persons  of  both  sexes  who  sincerely  and 
seriously  intend  to  gain  this  present  Jubilee  and  with  that  intention 
come  to  Confession  in  order  to  fulfil  the  other  necessary  conditions, 
the  power  and  authority  to  absolve  pro  hac  vice  and  inforo  consaentia 
only — imposing  on  them  a  salutary  penance  and  the  other  requisite 
conditions — from  excommunication  and  from  suspension  and  from 


other  ecclesiastical  sentences,  and  from  all  censures  whether  canoni 
cally  incurred,  or  actually  pronounced  and  inflicted  by  the  judge  for 


or 


I  any  cause  whatsoever,  even  in  the  cases  reserved  to  the  Ordinaries  of 
places  and  to  us  or  to  the  Apostolic  See  and  also  cases  by  special 
form  reserved  to  certain  authorities  and  to  the  Sovereign  Pontiff  or  to 
the  Apostolic  See  and  not  understood  as  included  in  other  grants, 
how  large  soever  they  may  have  been,  as  also  all  sins  and  transgres¬ 
sions,  however  heinous  and  of  however  great  enormity,  even  those 
reserved  to  the  said  Ordinaries  aforesaid,  and  to  us  and  the  Apostolic 
See.  And,  moreover,  by  the  same  authority  and  in  the  amplitude  of 
Apostolic  benignity,  we  give  concession  and  indulgence  to  commute 
into  other  pious  and  salutary  works  any  vows  whatsoever,  even  those 
taken  under  oath  and  reserved  to  the  Apostolic  See  (always  excepting 
vows  of  chastity,  of  religion,  and  obligations  which  have  been  taken 
before  a  third  person  and  those  which  affect  prejudicially  a  third 
person,  as  also  those  called  penal  vows  or  preservatives  against  sin, 
unless  the  commutation  for  the  time  to  come  be  adjudged  to  be  a 
preservative  against  the  commission  of  sin  not  less  effectual  than  was 
the  original  matter  of  the  vow);  and  also  validly  to  dispense  Jubilee 
penitents  being  in  holy  orders,  and  even  being  regulars  from  occult 
irregularity  contracted  only  in  the  exercise  of  those  orders,  and  from 
all  inflictions  by  their  superiors  on  account  of  the  violation  of  censures 
only. 

We  do  not,  however,  intend  by  these  presents  to  grant  dispensa¬ 
tion  from  any  other  irregularity,  either  occult  or  public,  or  from  any 
defect  or  disgrace  or  any  other  incapacity  or  inability  in  whatever 
manner  contracted,  or  to  grant  any  faculty  of  dispensing  it  to  the 
aforesaid  cases  or  of  rehabilitating  and  restoring  to  the  original  status 
even  in  foro  conscientia ,  nor  to  derogate  from  the  Constitution  pub¬ 
lished  with  opportune  declarations  by  our  predecessor  Benedict  XIV. , 
of  happy  memory,  and  beginning  Sacramentum  Petiitenta ,  under  date 
the  Kalends  of  June,  in  the  year  of  Our  Lord’s  Incarnation,  1741, 
being  the  first  year  of  his  Pontificate.  Nor  lastly,  do  we  intend  that 
these  presents  should  or  could  be  of  any  avail  for  such  persons  as  have 
been  by  us  and  by  the  Apostolic  See  or  by  any  Prelate  or  Judge  eccle¬ 
siastical  by  name  excommunicated,  suspended,  or  interdicted  or  in  any 
other  way  whatsoever  declared  or  publicly  denounced  as  having  fallen 
under  sentences  and  censures  unless  within  the  time  of  the  year  afore¬ 
said  they  shall  have  made  satisfaction,  and,  if  need  be,  shall  have  come 
to  agreement  with  the  parties  in  their  case. 

Moreover,  if  after  the  commencement  of  this  Jubilee  any  persons 
having  the  intention  of  gaining  it  shall  have  been  prevented  by  death 
from  fulfilling  the  prescribed  number  of  visits,  we,  desiring  graciously 
to  favor  their  pious  and  prompt  intention,  do  will  that  they  being 
truly  penitent,  and  having  confessed  their  sins  and  received  the  Holy 
Communion,  shall  participate  in  the  aforesaid  indulgence  and  remis- 


V 


sion  just  the  same  as  if  they  had  actually  visited  the  said  churches  on 
the  prescribed  days.  But  if  any  persons  after  having  by  virtue  of  these 
presents  obtained  absolution  from  censures,  or  commutations  of  vows, 
or  the  dispensations  aforesaid,  shall  change  that  serious  and  sincere 
purpose  also  required  for  the  gaining  of  the  Jubilee  and  consequently 
for  the  performance  of  other  works  necessary  for  gaining  it  then, 
although  such  persons  can  scarcely  be  deemed  free  from  the  guilt  of 
sin  in  regard  to  this  matter,  nevertheless  we  decree  and  declare  that 
such  absolutions,  commutations  and  dispensations  obtained  by  them 
with  the  before  mentioned  dispositions  do  remain  in  force. 

W e  also  will  and  decree  that  the  present  Letters  shall  be  in  all 
respects  valid  and  in  force,  and  shall  have  and  obtain  their  full  effect 
wheresoever  they  shall  be  published  and  put  in  execution  by  the  Or- 
naries  of  places,  and  that  they  shall  be  fully  available  for  all  the 
Faithlul  abiding  in  the  lavor  and  obedience  of  the  Apostolic  See, 
whether  they  reside  in  such  places  at  the  time  of  such  publication  or 
shall  return  thither  after  a  journey  by  sea  or  by  land  ;  and  this, 
notwithstanding  Indulgences  not  to  be  granted  adinstar,  and  other 
Apostolic  constitutions  and  constitutions  enacted  in  general,  provin¬ 
cial,  and  synodal  councils,  notwithstanding  any  ordinances  and 
general  or  special  reservation  of  absolutions  or  of  relaxations,  and 
of  dispensations ;  notwithstanding  any  oaths  of  the  mendicant  and 
military  orders  of  every  kind,  of  congregations  and  of  institutes ; 
notwithstanding  any  statutes  confirmed  by  Apostolic  approval  or  in 


A 


any  other  manner 


noth  withstanding 


any  laws,  usages,  customs, 


privileges,  indults,  and  Letters  Apostolical  granted  to  the  same  orders; 
notwithstanding,  especially,  those  in  which  it  is  expressly  forbidden 
to  the  members  of  any  such  order,  or  congregations,  or  institute,  to 
make  their  confession  to  a  priest  not  a  member  of  their  own  reilgious 
body.  And  although  to  effect  a  valid  derogation  of  all  these  things 
and  of  their  whole  tenors,  there  ought  to  be  made  a  special,  specific, 
express  and  individual  mention  of  them  or  some  other  precise  form 
ought  to  be  employed  for  that  purpose,  We,  nevertheless,  hold  all  such 
tenors  as  recited,  all  necessary  forms  as  exactly  observed, hac  vice 
only;  and  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  only,  we  most  fully  repeal  all 
things  whatsoever  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

But  while  we,  in  the  discharge  of  our  Apostolic  office,  and 
according  to  the  solicitude  with  which  we  must  feel  towards  the 
universal  flock  of  Christ,  propose  this  salutary  opportunity  of  remis¬ 
sion  and  of  obtaining  grace,  we  must  also  address  all  Patriarchs, 
Primates,  Archbishops,  Bishops,  and  other  Ordinaries  of  places, 
Prelates  or  others  having  local  ordinary  jurisdiction  in  default  of 
Bishops  or  of  Prelates  exercising  authority  regularly,  and  being  in 
favor  and  communion  with  the  Apostolic  See,  earnestly  beseeching 


and  imploring  them  in  the  name  of  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  Prince  ot 
all  Pastors,  that  they  will  announce  this  great  benefit  to  the  people 
committed  to  their  charge,  and  will  exert  themselves  to  the  utmost 
that  all  the  faithful  may  be  reconciled  to  God  by  penance,  and  may 
turn  the  grace  of  the  Jubilee  to  profit  and  advantage  of  their  own 
souls.  It  will,  therefore,  be  your  principal  care,  Venerable  Brethren, 
first  by  public  prayers  to  implore  the  mercy  of  God,  to  the  end  that 
He  would  pour  His  light  and  grace  into  the  minds  of  all,  and  then 
with  suitable  instructions  and  admonitions  to  lead  the  Christian 
people  to  become  partakers  of  the  fruits  of  the  Jubilee,  and  correctly 
to  understand  what  is  the  power  and  nature  of  the  Christian  Jubilee 
to  the  gain  and  advantage  of  souls,  forasmuch  as  in  it  in  a  spiritual 
manner  by  the  power  of  Christ  Our  Lord,  all  those  good  things  are 
abundantly  accomplished  which  the  Old  Law — the  messenger  of 
things  to  come — brought  every  fiftieth  year  to  the  Jewish  people.  At 
the  same  time,  let  it  be  fittingly  explained  what  is  the  effect  of  an  In¬ 
dulgence,  and  what  all  those  are  which  must  be  performed  in  order  to 
the  beneficial  confession  of  sins  and  the  holy  reception  of  the  sacra¬ 
ment  of  the  Eucharist.  And  since  not  only  the  example,  but  also  the 
labors  of  the  Church’s  ministry  are  very  greatly  needed  in  order  that 
the  desired  fruit  of  sanctification  may  be  borne  by  the  people  of  God, 
do  you,  Venerable  Brethren,  now  at  this  time  especially,  not  neglect 
to  kindle  with  energy  the  zeal  of  your  priests ;  and  it  would  conduce 
very  much  to  the  general  good  if  they,  whenever  it  is  possible,  would 
set  the  Christian  people  an  example  of  piety  and  religion,  and  by  the 
help  of  spiritual  exercises  would  renew  the  spirit  of  their  holy  calling, 
so  that  thereafter  they  may  with  more  profit  to  the  saving  of  souls, 
they  may  engage  in  the  discharge  of  their  pastoral  duties,  and  in  the 
holding  of  Missions  amongst  the  people.  Great  are  the  evils  of  this 
present  age ;  much  reparation  must  be  made  for  them,  and  much  is 
the  good  that  remains  to  be  done.  Take  then  the  sword  of  the 
Spirit,  which  is  the  word  of  God,  bestow  all  your  care  that  your 
people  may  be  led  to  detest  the  enormous  crime  of  blasphemy,  by 
which  there  is  nothing  so  sacred  but  at  the  present  time  it  is  outraged  ; 
and  that  your  people  may  know  and  do  their  duty  in  keeping  holy 
the  festival  days,  and  in  observing  the  laws  of  fasting  and  abstinence 
according  to  the  precepts  of  God’s  Church,  and  may  thus  escape  the 
punishment  which  the  neglect  of  these  things  has  called  down  upon 
countries. 

And  let  your  zeal  and  earnestness  be  equally  vigilant  and  unfail¬ 
ing  in  upholding  the  discipline  of  the  clergy,  and  in  providing  for  the 
right  education  of  clerics  ;  and  by  every  means  in  your  power  to  come 
to  the  rescue  of  the  beleaguered  youth,  as  you  well  know  how  great 
are  the  dangers  to  which  it  is  exposed,  and  how  terrible  is  the  ruin  to 


places  there  is  one  church  only.  Can  the  Bishop  in  this  case  substi¬ 
tute  some  other  pious  work  for  the  visitation  of  the  other  churches  ; 
or  may  he  appoint  some  chapel,  altar,  cross,  or  other  holy  place  to  be 
visited  instead  of  these  churches? 

“  Their  Eminences  the  Fathers  of  the  Congregation,  in  general 
assembly  sitting  as  above,  having  maturely  weighed  the  matter,  agreed 
to  respond  in  the  affirmative  to  the  first  question.  But  as  to  the 
second,  they  determined  as  follows: 

“The  Holy  Father  is  to  be  petitioned  to  concede  by  General 
Decree  to  the  ordinaries  the  faculty  of  visiting  one  church  as  many 
times  as  there  are  churches  to  be  visited  for  gaining  the  Jubilee. 
Concerning  all  which  reference  to  our  Holy  Lord  Pius  IX.  was  made 
by  me,  the  undersigned,  Cardinal  Prefect  of  the  Sacred  Congrega¬ 
tion,  in  an  audience  had  on  the  15th  day  of  March,  1852,  and  his 
Holiness,  in  his  Apostolic  benignity,  approved  the  solution  of  the 
same  Congregation,  and  benignly  conceded  to  ordinaries  the  proposed 
faculty,  and  to  the  effect  as  above  ;  and  commanded  that  the  afore¬ 
said  concession  should  be  made  known  to  all  through  the  publication 
of  a  General  Decree. 

“Given  at  Rome,  from  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Sacred 
Congregation  of  Indulgences. 

“F.  CARD.  ASQUINIUS, 

“  Praef. 

“A.  Colombo, 

“Secret. '  ’ 


